Coordinating Conjunction  (FANBOYS) Finder
The Find and Replace function in your word processing program will help you with the dilemma of whether or not you should use a comma before a coordinating conjunction as in “, and” or “and.” The coordinating conjunctions can easily be remembered by the acronym FANBOYS because the first letter of each of the seven coordinating conjunctions spells the word FANBOYS. 

	F
	A
	N
	B
	O
	Y
	S

	for
	and
	nor
	but
	or
	yet
	so


To use the FANBOYS Finder, follow these steps.

1. Put cursor at top of document.

2. Click on Edit (on toolbar at top of screen).

3. Click on Find, Find and Replace dialog box appears.

4. Into Find What box, key in desired coordinating conjunction/FANBOYS. If Match Case box is checked, un-check it by clicking the checkmark. 

5. Click on Find Next. Your word processing program will highlight coordinating conjunction/FANBOYS.

6. Read sentence ask the following questions:



	Is there an independent clause to the left of the FANBOYS?

	YES
	NO

	Is there an independent clause to the RIGHT of the FANBOYS?
	
	

	
YES
	NO
	Is the FANBOYS connecting 3 or more items in a list?

	
	YES
	No

	Place a comma before the FANBOYS
	No comma needed


In other words

Yes + Yes + YES, use a comma

Yes + No + No, do not use a comma

No + (no need to check other side) = No, do not use a comma

